Aibitir na Gaeilge - The Irish Alphabet

Litir SeancLo Sampla Béarla Fuaimnia Caol /
Letter Old Script Example English Pronunciation Leathan
a A ard tall [h]ard
b b bo cow bow leathan
beo alive bYow caol
c c cota coat coat-uh leathan
ceo fog Kyo[to] caol
d 0 do for him dough leathan
go deo forever go Joe caol
e e éist listen! [qu]est[ion]
f r faoi under fYee leathan
fi to weave fee caol
g 3 gal steam gall leathan
geal bright gYal caol
h h halla hall Holla[nd]
i 1 in in In
1 L la day lo[g] leathan
led to melt [mi]llio[n] caol
m m ma if ma leathan
med balance m’a caol
n n naoi nine kn“ee leathan
ni not knYee caol
0 0 0 from oh
P P pairc field park leathan
peann pen pYawn caol
r R, U ro- too row leathan
reo to freeze row caol
S S, T sui sitting see leathan
si she she caol
t C tae tea ta[ke] leathan
te hot che[ck] caol
u u ull apple [c]ool

Consonants are slender (caol) next to e, i or broad (leathan) next to: a, o, u

aicme b (first aicme) aicme h (second aicme) aicme m (third aicme)
beith Gath muin
= orey P IO T o 1[YD T ving M [ml]
|= luis | [1] duir d [d] * gort [ g]
(rowan) (rowan) (vy) 8
fean tinne gétal -
E @iy | [W] roryy ULt * (reedibroom) "9 [ €71
saille coll straif [sw]
E witowy S [3] nazen € L¥] * (lacktnom) [ ¢ ]
niun quert w ruis
E @n N [n] @ppiey 9 L[] % @gen " L[r]

= = ¥ Jull il oWl ou

aicme a (forth aicme) fifth aicme Other symbols
ailm . Peith
bad
+ siverin @ [2] © ea II (softbirchy T
* onn [o] oir . Eite (feather)
(furzelgorse) © oy © Y marks start of texts
ar uillenn .
i 5 space;
* (heatnen ¥ [0] ebowy I pas (space)
Eite thuathail
eadad pin/fiphin | A
e |e . ia (reversed feather)
* (poplar) [e] (pine)

marks end of texts

idad . . emanchool
(yew) P[] (double ¢) ae
Irish Ogham alphabet used on monuments from the 4th — 9th centuries. Brookhill Ogham Fragment

Names were inscribed on stones from bottom to top using ogham runes. County Kerry, Ireland
Runes are traditionally associated with the names of trees in Irish. Reads: MAQ LUG



